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David Lapworth  
Malcolm Wilson 
 
Q: Malcolm, Ford recently passed a milestone in Cyprus: 50 consecutive points finishes.  What 
does that say about the team? 
MW: I think it says a lot more about the team than it does about me, to be honest. Last night, we had a 
celebration for those 50 events and it was fantastic for me to get together those drivers who had 
contributed those points since 2002. There is only one thing there from my point of view that I still 
class it as unfinished business. I think if I don’t get some titles in the next fifty events then I think I 
know what my future holds! 
 
Q: You recently overtook Subaru for the third place in the manufacturer’s championship.  How 
big a battle do you think it is going to be? 
MW: I would like to think it is going to be a good battle and like you said, we managed to be in front in 
Cyprus but we come in to this event with Toni (Gardemeister), who didn’t do the rally last year, and 
Roman (Kresta) hasn’t done it before, so we obviously are at a disadvantage, but I think the really 
pleasing thing is Toni’s performance in the last two rallies. The results in the book don’t reflect his 
overall performance. So I think things are going to be difficult here but I think that from Greece 
onwards, hopefully we can take the challenge to try and get on the podium in the Manufacturers 
Championship. 
 
Q: David, how though do you think the battle is going to be with Ford going to be over the 
course this year? 
DL: I am sure we are going to have a difficult battle with Ford but in a way it is difficult to explain.  
The Manufacturers Championship is not our primary goal. Our goal is Petter (Solberg) and the Drivers 
Championship and hopefully on the way to achieving that we can concentrate on wining some events. 
We are very competitive by nature but we cannot be drawn into a bit of a battle and if it’s close with 
Ford, and I think it will be as we get nearer the end of the season, we might focus a little bit more on 
trying to get that third place. But for the moment our focus is on Petter and the Drivers Championship. 
 
Q: The Ford Focus has always been very strong on these rough and hot gravel conditions 
however if we look back to Cyprus, Sebastien and Citroen were in a class of their own. Do you 
think here you can really take the fight to them? 
MW: We have to be realistic. I think Toni is making great progress and obviously this is not going to be 
as strong an event for us as Greece, but right from the outset we designed a car that would be strong 
and could cope with these conditions and it has still proved it’s the case in the last two rallies and we 
are hoping that Roman and Toni, now they are getting more time and experience in the car, they can 
start to push a bit harder in the second half of the season.  
 
Q: David, your two cars suffered from a few mechanical problems in Cyprus.  What steps have 
you been able to take to make sure that does not happen again in these rough and hot 
conditions? 



 

DL: In the end it turned out to be fairly straightforward. Petter’s main cause of retirement was a sensor 
problem and we have taken a couple of minor counter measures to stop that happening again. And it 
seems from the investigation to be a one off and the other bits and pieces were also very specific to 
those conditions. We have done a little bit to protect the car from dust and grit and so on and it is not 
the kind of thing we expect to see just in this rally but in any kind of rally as normal and the cars that 
have come here are pretty much he same as the ones that went to Cyprus, just set up differently  
 
Q: A recent WRC commission meeting has indicated that a move to pairings of rallies is 
possible for next year.  What overall benefits do you think this will bring?  
MW: I don’t think we have enough time to discuss this because we spent ten hours discussing this in 
the Rallies Commission meeting. It is of obvious benefit to the teams by pairing the events together 
but it’s not just a case of pairing the events but working in line with a lot of the new technical 
regulations – such as one engine for two events and things like transmission moving on even further. 
As an example if you had Norway and Sweden one week apart or if Sweden and Finland were both 
snow rallies you could use the same car and same engine so you would not have to do a complete 
rebuild. You don’t get two events for the price of one but it certainly makes a significant impact on the 
calendar and if we can start to look now at events pairing together in the way that is the most 
economical for shipping, then we know what sorts of things can have a significant effect on the 
budget. The calendar is key and I think the more the event organizers can work together I think we will 
see the benefits. 
 
Q: …David… 
DL: For sure, the studies we have done about how you can pair events both geographically but also 
technically with common engines and transmissions and body shells and so on there are huge 
savings.  On some events you can imagine pairs where you could do two events for the price of one. 
Going to New Zealand and Australia as one round trip seems to be an obvious one. But as Malcolm 
hinted we should look wider. It is not just the pairing of events. The whole layout of the calendar is the 
key to the cost and the value.  A lot of the focus naturally is on how we can reduce costs and pairing is 
one of the best ideas but we also need to look at the bigger picture of which events are in the calendar 
and what order are they in the calendar because there is the value side of the equation. We are not 
just talking about the number of rallies but which rallies and in which countries and where do we get 
the best value and where are the big car markets and so on and start to look longer term because the 
calendar is not just about cost - it is about value. 
 
Q: Are there any other measures you would like to see as a result of this meeting? 
MW: I think there has been a lot of stuff going on technically which is also contributing to where we are 
trying to get to with the calendar so that has been going on and a lot of recognition has not been given 
to that and I think it is also very important. But I think David has touched on this as well. There are a lot 
of new events which are obviously of interest to the manufacturers and they are obviously very keen to 
work with some of the organizers so they can link into some of our current events. As a lot of people 
are probably aware we had a big study to really realize the value the championship brings when we 
were discussing our future with Ford last year. If you immediately drop to 12 events there is 25% of the 
value gone so we have to be careful. 16 events is a lot and I know it is difficult for a lot of teams 
probably but I think at the moment until you sort the calendar it is very difficult to do a definitive budget 
and I class calendar as key. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR: 
 
David Williams (David Williams Agency-GB):  
Q: You mentioned new events that could be interesting that are willing to work with new 
organizers. It is sometimes suggested that USA or China but which of the events that are 
running now could realistically be useful to you? 
DL: The candidates that are on the table now all look interesting because they are tackling both sides 
of the equation – they are interesting markets but they are looking at what they can do to save costs. 
The new events on the horizon now are looking at providing us with testing, hotel costs, and help with 
freight and travel costs and so on and they are desperate to get into the championship and are making 



 

some proposals to make it more attractive. And clearly from the manufacturer side, Malcolm talked 
about value, the cost – we have to look at ways in the future to go to China, USA, Russia and India 
and so on – the big and developing markets. You put those 2 things together and come back to what 
Malcolm said and the calendar is everything, it is not just the cost it is value.  
 
MW:  You are right David. China and the US are not on the map at the moment but they are obviously 
are of interest. The ones that are serious contenders, South Africa Norway, Portugal and Jordan for 
sure they are of interest to Ford and probably all the other manufacturers as well.  
 
Harri Rovanpera, Mitsubishi  
Janne Tuohino, Skoda  
 
Q: Harri if we start off with you: in Cyprus, the last rally, you had a few problems but in Sardinia 
you drove a fantastic rally. What is the realistic potential for Mitsubishi on this sort of event? I 
think the 2 cars were fastest on shakedown – does that mean anything? 
 
HR: Yes of course that means something! Okay shakedown is shakedown, but tomorrow starting the 
rally as we know. But we sort some problems out in the last test and some problems that we had in 
Cyprus and I am quite confident in this weekend I am really hoping that this car will work like in the last 
test and today. If that happens we can do a nice result.  
 
Q: Is your objective to be to finish on the podium or is it to finish in the points? 
HR: If it is possible, podium of course, I try that and why not? I am quite confident like I say and if the 
weather stays like this and it is dry then it helps me and our car. 
 
Q: You mentioned recent testing what did you find that you think will help you here? 
HR: We tested many things, we worked with dampers and I have built a more stable car for here and 
that is the main thing. Okay the road is more flat compared to Cyprus and I think it is working even 
better. 
 
Q: Janne, in Cyprus the rally ended up with Skoda scoring some important points. Do you see 
an even bigger improvement here in Turkey? 
JT: Yes for sure. We did the test after Cyprus and we find some nice things for the car performance 
and lets see how things will go during the rally and I hope on my side I can do the weekend without 
mistakes and the car is working on the weekend and we don’t have technical problems. That is the 
main thing.  
 
Q: Janne, what do you think of the performance of the car in these very rough very hot 
conditions? 
JT: Here the roads are better condition than in Cyprus and Sardinia and our car is working better in 
the faster conditions when it is a little bit flat and I think so it is better for us.  
 
Q: Do you think the Fabia is quite well suited for the conditions here? 
JT: I hope we do our best and let’s see.  
 
Q: Harri over the last few days it has been raining hard and today it is hot. What are the 
conditions for the stages? 
HR: Some stages we have not been able to see anything! It has been foggy in the car. Sure there are 
some muddy areas and yesterday we didn’t know if it is muddy or not in corners but the road if it is dry 
is quite nice and is much better than the last two years this means that the rally is faster. I think it is not 
too hard for tyres and everything looks good at this moment.  
 
Q: Janne, do you think that the rain will affect the conditions for the stages for this rally? 
JT: I hope it is dry but if it is raining it could be a very difficult rally like Harri said. Yesterday it was very 
slippery and difficult but hopefully it is not raining.  
 



 

Q: Harri, tyre wear is important on these rallies. Are you happy with the recent developments 
made by Pirelli? 
HR: Yes we have one new tyre with different compounds and that is working quite well and one week 
ago in the test I was confident with that.  
 
Q: The teams are required to nominate tires in advance. Are you confident that you have the 
right tyres for this rally?  
HR:Yes 
 
Q: Janne, are you happy with the work done by Michelin recently? 
JT: Yes for sure. We think it is dry and hot like last year and not funny if it is raining. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR: 
 
Martin Holmes (Martin Holmes Rallying-GB):  
Q: Harri your team is the only team starting with new engines on this rally; is it going to be an 
advantage for you? How worried are people on their second rally with the engine if it is still 
strong? 
HR: I am not worried about it at all. I was just asked that after shakedown one hour ago and 
everything looks good. 
 
Marcus Gronholm, Peugeot  
Carlos Sainz, Citroen Total 
 
Q: Carlos, what is the story behind the reason you are sitting here now? 
CS: It is very simple. I think everyone knows a little bit about what has happened in the last rally. Only 
due to those circumstances is the only reason I am here. I have no wish in coming back to compete in 
the World Rally Championship before,  but after saying that it seems to be a small problem and I have 
a few conversations with Guy (Frequelin) after Saturday and Sunday and finally on Monday. At the 
end he convinced me to be here and since I took the decision I will try to do the best I can but it is just 
the only matter to help the team and in these circumstances try to get some points and say hello to a 
lot of friends I have in this room and try to enjoy the rally and try to do a good job.  
 
Q: Carlos, Guy asked you to do this rally and you agreed. If he asked you to do some more 
would you? 
CS: Actually he asked me to do the whole season but that is impossible! I think everyone knows my 
aims in terms of sport is to try and find a car the Dakar 2006 and I have still not found one, 
unfortunately. I can find a car to do World Rally Championship but not Dakar – it seems strange. But in 
any case, as I said to you, Guy asked me and I said there is no chance to do the whole season. It is 
just a single situation and we will see how the team will find a solution for the second driver which has 
to be found as quickly as possible.  
 
Q: Carlos, do you think François Duval deserves another chance? 
CS: I always have a lot of faith in François Duval and when I decided to stop last year I spoke with him 
a lot and I think he is still capable of doing a great job. He is young and he is very talented. He is a 
good driver and he has a lot of future in front of him.  
I don’t know exactly because I have not been in rallies and discussing with him or following exactly 
with him but one thing is sure, the results at the beginning of the year were probably not as good as 
everyone expected and I expected and I don’t know exactly what was the reason..  
Maybe with a little bit of time with re-thinking his own situation but the attitude maybe has to change a 
little bit and he has to approach differently in a little way some things. You must think that when you 
are young and you have the chance to drive for one of the best teams like he is driving now, driving for 
the team which is world champion you have to do maximum - you have to do 100 per cent everything. 
You are so lucky to do as a profession of what you like; to drive one of the best cars – you need to 
give 100 percent, you need to enjoy, you need to work very hard. I am not saying that François is not 



 

doing that; I am sure that this period of time I think he will think a little bit about what he wants to do. 
But I say again I am very confident that he can be a very good driver and he will be a very good driver.  
 
Q: Marcus, is it nice to have Carlos back? 
MG: It is nice to see him back but I think like Carlos said it is nice he is not back for many rallies! I 
hope he can enjoy it. 
 
Q: Marcus, in Cyprus you had an engine problem in the first stage. How badly do you think it 
has affected your championship chances? 
MG: I hope it is not the same case like last year. We won in Cyprus and we were leading the 
championship by one point and then they took off the point from us. After that we could not come back 
any more and hopefully it is not the same this year. I hope we can fight here for a win and try and 
change the situation a little bit.  
 
Q: Marcus, are you still confident you can win the drivers championship? 
MG: No I am not confident at all! I will try as far as possible and still it is possible, so I will try.  
 
Q: Marcus, you must be pleased with general level of reliability with the Peugeot which overall 
has been good? 
MG: Up till now we have had no big problems, just this one in Cyprus and it is not normal - just a 
mistake or something; it can happen. So I am quite confident. 
 
Q: Carlos, as a former winner of this event what is your objective for this rally? Will you be able 
to go quickly or have you had to adapt? 
CS: The first thing today has been to adjust to the HANS system. It was quite difficult for me. 
Tomorrow I will try and follow my speed. It has been nearly seven months since I did the last stage 
and I am very happy again to be here to help the team, to be honoured by Citroen to give me a call to 
do this. I think everyone knows and I have told already that I will try my best but you should not expect 
anything special because I will just try and score maximum points for the team and try to get into the 
rhythm as quickly as possible and drive fast but safe. 
 
Q: Carlos, how much testing have you had here and how much has the Xsara changed since 
you drove it last? 
CS: Basically we did one day in a circuit in France last week just to be back in the car a little bit and 
get used to HANS and drive a few kilometers before the first shakedown and stage. In January I did 
one day in the car but I had an injury playing football and I have been a little bit not doing many things 
for a couple of months and I am okay and have no problems and happy to be here and trying to do a 
good job. 
 
Q: Is the car very different from last year? 
CS: The car is very similar to how we drove in the last rally. 
 
Q: Carlos, do you think after such a long time after you drove the rally car it will take you some 
time to get back up to speed or do you think you can go fast from the beginning? 
CS: I am sure I am a bit rusty. The level in the World Rally Championship is very high and you need to 
be competing nearly every month to keep the performance the same, it is the same in any sport – in 
football for example, even if you come back from an injury after a few months away you are still not the 
same. You cannot just disappear for seven months and come back. I think honestly this is going to be 
tough but I accept the challenge and I think the team knows as well 
 
Q: Both of you; how are the road conditions in Turkey? 
MG: It was raining during recce and it was really muddy and when it is raining here the roads are very 
slippery and I hope it is drying up for the rally or it is a nightmare.  
 



 

CS: It was not the best weather yesterday and the day before to come back to rallying! Only in a very 
few cases have I seen such a bad weather condition in the stages and hopefully we will have better 
weather and it will be dry.  
 
Q: Marcus what do you think will be key for winning this rally? 
MG: Normally the fastest driver gets to win, but this time it is a rally about tyres. Maybe but we don’t 
know how the weather will be. We know that it was completely muddy yesterday and the day before 
and we have to guess again.  
 
Q: How strongly do you feel about your own chances of winning this weekend? 
MG: - I can’t say. I don’t know. I will try. 
 
Q: Carlos how strong do you think Marcus’s chances are of winning this weekend? 
CS: I think Marcus is a favourite in every single rally that he competes in. He can win everywhere and 
he can be very fast everywhere. I have not seen very carefully this year how it has been, but I hear 
last rally mid-way through the first stage he was quickest by far so if he can continue the same speed 
as first stage in Cyprus then he can win. I think we are going to face a very difficult rally especially if 
this afternoon is still raining – even if it is stopping now then we can find a lot of places with mud and 
without gravel crew I am sure we will have good moments and a few exciting situations tomorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FIA WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Rally of Turkey 
Media FIA Post-event Press Conference 
05.06.2005  
  
Present: 
1st Daniel Elena – Citroen Sport 
2nd Petter Solberg – Subaru World Rally Team 
2nd Phil Mills – Subaru World Rally Team 
3rd Marcus Gronholm – Marlboro Peugeot Total 
3rd Timo Rautiainen – Marlboro Peugeot Total 
Guy Frequelin, team principal Citroen Sport  
 
Welcome to the final press conference. Joining us is the winner Daniel Elena for Citroen. 
Sebastien Loeb has left to qualify for the Le Mans 24-hour race later this month. In second 
place for Subaru are Petter Solberg and Phil Mills and third-placed finishers from Peugeot, 
Marcus Gronholm and Timo Rautiainen. We also have Citroen team principal Guy Frequelin 
here representing the winning manufacturer. 
 
Q: Would you say that Seb is on the verge of being as dominant in rally as Michael 
Schumacher was in F1 last year? It’s five wins out of seven now… 
GF:  I think it’s difficult to compare, but for sure this year Sebastien is stronger than last year and the 
year before. He has more experience, he’s very calm – it’s no problem for him on the car, he has a 
good feeling in the road condition. For the moment it’s a good result for him. 
 
Q: Where does he get the superiority from? 
GF: Many things. He has a very good feeling with the car, we have very good tyres, he has a good 
relationship with Daniel and I hope it’s also a good team behind him. 
 
Q: Also Carlos – what did you think of his performance? 
GF: The performance from Carlos was fantastic. After seven months to drive fast like this after three 
stages and to drive like this is so difficult conditions, it’s really a very, very good job. 
 
Q: Will Carlos do any more rallies? 
GF: Carlos told me that he want to drive only one time, but if he ask me to drive in Acropolis Rally then 
maybe I tell him ok. We will take the decision tomorrow. 
 
Q: You’re steadily reducing the gap to Peugeot, at what point do you think you can overtake 
them? 
GF: It’s so difficult, it’s impossible to say. We need four points to be the same as Peugeot, but it’s so 
difficult to know. For sure, we will try and we will see, but I can’t say something for this at the moment. 
 
Q: You won every stage on the first day apart from SS4. What happened there? Were you still 
confident of winning? 
DE: In SS4 you have very difficult condition, with a lot of mud. First on the road in these condition is 
very difficult, you have no line and 20cm of mud. We had maximum power and no go. After Petter you 
have a line  
PS: Which line, there is no line.  
DE: SS4 was very, very difficult to be first on the road.  
 
Q: Were you still confident of winning? 
DE: Yes and no. In the first stage last year Seb was fastest and the condition was okay because it was 
wet. It was the same this year, it was not so much disadvantage to be first on the road.  
 
Q: But you have only added two points to your lead over Petter – is it frustrating to work so 
hard and come away with only a two-point advantage? 



 

DE: Yes, but two points is better than zero.  
PS: He has too many points already. 
 
Q: Big fight with Marcus today – did you think he would come back at you on the last two 
stages today? 
PS: I was quite confident, yes. But he’s a clever guy. I think he was happy with third. 
MG: No okay, yes. If Petter say so, yes. Very good. 
 
Q: Did you think you had a chance to keep second place? 
MG: I was trying on every stage, I wasn’t sure if we could do it as Petter was always a little bit faster. It 
was difficult. 
 
Q: What did you think of only having two stages today? 
TR: I think there was enough stages to prove who was faster and to see which classification the 
drivers should be in. We were trying to fight, but Petter and Phil stopped the fight when they did their 
time on the first stage this morning. We still drove clean and no mistakes, but they did no mistakes 
either – we could not catch them. 
 
Q: There was a lot of talk about the rain and muddy conditions on this rally. How bad were 
they? 
PS: Actually we did a big mistake before the rally with the tyre nomination. We didn’t have any tyres at 
all for the conditions on the first day. We had one good set and used them on the middle loop on the 
second day, but they still weren’t soft enough. Big mistake. I just had a hard tyre and a very hard tyre. 
We had the new one, for the very hot temperature – the one that has been missing on last two rallies – 
but this rally went in the opposite direction. We need to learn all the small details that Citroen do right 
all the time. It’s always a small thing we miss out on. On the next rally we will not let it happen – I’m 
fed up with finishing second. 
 
Q: How depressed are you at coming second to Sebastien again? 
PS: Well day one was mainly the tyre choice. On the two last legs, we were fighting with similar times, 
even we were just a little bit faster. In Cyprus we had no chance after something on every stage. In 
Sardinia we know what the problems were. I hope in Greece everything is perfect. I hope we can show 
that we can still win rallies. I get p***ed off to tell you the truth, but they do a very good job, it’s not their 
fault. We just have to work even harder, we still have a chance to win the championship. We will see. 
 
Q: Is the championship harder than you thought? 
PS: They have something which turns things around, especially on the gravel since New Zealand. Of 
course I’ve changed things and quite a lot. That didn’t help anything for us. It’s going to be a hard 
year. They’re full of confidence and doing the right thing. Nothing is easy, you know. It’s a tough 
championship full of many manufacturers and many good drivers. That’s how it should be. They have 
reached a level we have to get to and reach very quickly. 
 
Q: You managed to take nine seconds out of Marcus in the last seven km of the penultimate 
stage, talk us through that… 
PM: Well, Marcus one second up at top of mountain. It was all downhill and very muddy from there. 
We had an exceptional run through the mud. It was as simple as that, but not without moments. That 
was where the time came. We did that part of the stage yesterday and funnily enough, it was worse 
today than yesterday. 
 
Q: The consistency is there to challenge Citroen, but it’s clear you need more speed. What’s 
the best way to find that? 
MG: I don’t know. Same words as Petter. The team and we have to work for the small details: the tyre, 
set-up. It’s not on the same level. There are many small things. I don’t want to specify them now, we 
have to find them. 
 
Q: Your approach to rallies is the same, though… 



 

MG: I’m always trying at the maximum. Some times it’s good, but sometimes not. It’s not constant and 
that’s not normal. 
 
Q: What about Greece? 
MG: I’m optimistic we can beat Petter, but not Sebastien. 
PS: He’s talking a lot of strange things. 
 
Q: How similar is this rally to Cyprus and Greece? Is there a place for three similar rallies? 
TR: If I compare Italy, Cyprus and Turkey, except for the mud on this rally. The roads are better here 
than Italy and Cyprus. For me, we don’t need so many hot, slow gravel rallies in this area. One would 
be enough. I can’t decide which one, but we have the best roads here in Turkey. 
 
Questions from the floor Miiro Koivula (Mediasport, FIN) 
Q: It’s a question for Guy Frequelin: what are the names that might drive your car in Greece or 
Argentina and what about young Finns? 
GF: We decide tomorrow for next rally and then we see after for the future. For sure, it’s many 
possibilities, rally by rally or many rallies or one driver until the end of the season. There are many 
drivers on the list and also some Finnish drivers on the list. 
 
AutoNews B 
Q: I saw Francois Duval at a stage, was he invited and did you meet? 
GF: I don’t invite him. I think he’s coming for his fan. Someone told me his fan come in Turkey to see 
him for the rally and he need to come, it’s 68 people. I didn’t see him on the rally. 
 
2005 PRODUCTION CAR WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Present: 
1st Toshi Arai – Subaru 
1st Tony Sircombe – Subaru 
 
Now for the final press conference of the FIA Production Car, we have the winning crew: Toshi 
Arai and Tony Sircombe.  
 
Q: You scored an amazing comeback victory, talk us through your rally…. 
TA: Very exciting. I have hard day on Friday, but at the last stage I pushed very hard for the win. 
 
Q: What do you think of your championship chances now? 
TA: Very good. The difference is ten points now, but we miss the next two rallies. My next event is 
Japan. I hope we have a good time there. 
 
Q: Japan is a very important event for you? 
TA: Yes, I have to win there – that would make my supporters happy. It’s very important for us. 
 
Q: The PC Championship is getting very close now. How tough is the competition? 
TS: Getting closer and closer on every rally. In this rally, the people who didn’t have problems were 
the guys more likely to win. Punctures are playing a very big part. We dropped 3m20s in SS8 with no 
power steering. We were lucky other drivers got punctures to get the time back for us. Overall, on 
each stage it’s second for second and very exciting. It keeps your concentration up. 
 
Q: What advantage did your Subaru have here? 
TA: In this rally, one some stages the Subaru was faster and on others the Mitsubishi was faster, but 
on the whole our car was quicker. 
 
Q: How hard was this event on the car? 
TS: We hadn’t done this event before. We’d heard it was quite rough. In the early years it was similar 
to Cyprus. We were quite surprised that the second run didn’t cut up for our cars. In the mud? Toshi 



 

goes pretty well in the mud, if anything it was a bit of an advantage for us. We were hoping for more 
rain. 
 
Q: It must have been a fairly exciting ride with Toshi through that last stage… 
TS: It was we were a little lucky, we had the KP tyre, the others were on the XR. We thought it would 
be an advantage in the mud on SS17, we thought it would be our ace card. We took 17s off them 
going into that last stage and as soon as we saw a bit of a loose surface, we thought we had a 
chance, so we kept pushing and it came. 
 
Q: How important were the tyres here? 
TA: The weather was making a big change all of the time, so we were using KP tyre only today. 
Normally we had the XR. Normally this is not so good the Production Cars. 
 
 


